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CLEAN-UP, REHABILITATION AND MAINTENANCE OF WATERWAYS 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

Water is one of the most important substances on earth. All plants and animals must have water 

to survive. If there was no water there would be no life on earth. Clean water is needed for all to live. 

This means water must be free from bacteria and chemicals. But as technology improves / 

industrialization increases and as the urbanization of the cities goes higher, researchers are able to 

detect more pollutants in Earth’s freshwater bodies including rivers, streams and groundwater. Water 

can be collected in many sources and one of them is from lakes and rivers. Since researchers detect 

more pollutants in these waterbodies, it is not safe for people to use the water from these waterbodies 

directly.  

Clean water provides the foundation for prosperous communities since people rely on it and yet 

the world is heading towards water crisis. Changing climate patterns are threatening lakes and rivers. 

The sources that our community tap for drinking water are being tainted with pollution. 

 Water pollution or the alteration of water quality is the world’s biggest health risk that 

threatens both quality of life and public health in the world. It produces large scale of waterborne 

diseases and deaths accounting for approximately 50 million deaths per year worldwide. 

 Trash or solid waste is one of the major contributors in water pollution. It is often transported 

by stormwater runoff and illegally dumped directly into a waterbody or wetland, or deposited along 

riverbanks or lakeshores. Stormwater can pick up debris, chemicals, dirts, and other pollutants into a 

storm sewer system or directly to a lake, stream, river, or coastal water which results to water pollution. 

Due to the alarming situation of the waterbodies all over the world, the City Government of 

Parañaque holds different activities for the cleanliness, rehabilitation and preservation of waterways 

within the City’s jurisdiction. This is made possible with the help of the City Environment and Natural 

Resources Office (CENRO). These activities are Operation Linis Ilog (River Clean-Up), Manila Bay Coastal 

Clean-Up and Declogging of Drainage and Canals. These activities are done regularly based on requests 

or based on the submitted report of monitoring team roaming the City. The primary aim of the said 

activities is for the city to have waterbodies free from wastes that causes water pollution and 

contributes to global warming. 
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PARAÑAQUE RIVER WATER SAMPLING 

 

 TheParañaque River System is one of the major river systems in the National Capital Region 

(NCR) that is considered to be biologically dead. Last September 25, 2015, water sampling of the 

Parañaque River was done with the help of Department of Environment and Natural Resources – 

Environmental Management Bureau (DENR-EMB). The samples were taken at four different stations 

namely, Don Galo, Sto. Niño, Libjo and NAIA Avenue. 

 

 
Figure 1. Water Sampling of Parañaque River taken at four (4) different stations 
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Figure 2. Actual reading of water quality monitoring equipment in Don Galo Station 

  

WATER SAMPLES ANALYSIS RESULTS 

 The samples were analyzed at the 

laboratory in DENR-EMB. The results of the 

analyses showed that Parañaque River is 

considered to be biologically dead. The pH of 

the water samples and the Nitrate – Nitrogen 

content are within the range yet the 

Biochemical Oxygen Demand (BOD), Dissolved 

Oxygen (DO), Total Suspended Solids (TSS) and 

Phosphate – Phosphorus content of the 

samples exceeded the standards of EMB as 

stated in the Philippine Clean Water Act of 

2004. 

 

 

 

Figure 3.Parañaque River Water Sample Results 
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OPERATION LINIS ILOG (RIVER CLEAN-UP) 

 Operation Linis Ilog or River Clean-Up is one of the activities of CENRO that is done once a week. 

Refer to Appendix 1.A for the total volume of wastes collected by the task force last 2014. 

 

 
Figure 5. CENRO Task Force during Operation Linis Ilog 

 The DENR has donated one trashboat that made the work of the task force easier. The trashboat 

is 30 ft long, and 12 ft wide. It is made up of fiber glass and there are 14 trash bins where the wastes are 

being collected. It’s operating once a week in Parañaque River. Refer to Appendix 1.B for the volume of 

wastes collected by the task force using the trashboat.  

 
 

 

Figure 6. Trashboat donated by 

DENR-EMB to Parañaque City 
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Figure 7. Trashboat during Operation Linis Ilog in Parañaque River 

 

MANILA BAY COASTAL CLEAN-UP 

 LPPCHEA CLEAN-UP 

The City of Parañaque conducts coastal clean-up in LPPCHEA in partnership with different 

government agencies, NGOs and even private sectors. 
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 INTERNATIONAL COASTAL CLEAN-UP (ICC) 

The City of Parañaque is also active in participating in the Annual International Coastal Clean-Up. 

Last September 19, 2015, the 30th ICC was held at Bulungan in Barangay La Huerta. 
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DECLOGGING OF DRAINAGE AND CANALS 

 

The City does not only involve in the cleanliness, rehabilitation and preservation of the major river 

system. Declogging of the community’s drainage and canals is also part of the cleanliness project.  

 
Figure 8. Vactor / Jet Sewer Truck 

 

 The one unit vactor / jet sewer truck is the equipment used in the declogging operations. It is 

used to extract / siphon sludges that clog the drainage system. It has a capacity of 2.27 tons. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1. Operation Linis Ilog 

 Appendix 1.A Total Volume of Wastes Collected as reported in AIP 
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Appendix 1.B Total Volume of Wastes Collected using Trashboat 
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Appendix 2. Tarpaulin Used in Clean-Up, Rehabilitation and Maintenance of Waterways 

 

 


